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February 27,2002

TO:

FROM:

ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS OF VOTERS AND
PROPONENTS (02068)

~~fY1tU0
BRJANNA LIERMAN
ELECTIONS ANALYST

RECEIVED

JAN 2 2 2002
LIBRARY

HASTINGS COLLEGE OF THE LAW

SUBJECT:

FAILURE OF INITIATIVE #927

Pursuant to Elections Code section 9030(b), you are hereby notified that the total
number of signatures to the hereinafter named proposed INITIATIVE STATUTE
with all county elections officials is less than 100 percent of the number of
qualified voters required to find the petition sufficient; therefore, the petition has
failed.
TITLE:

LABELING OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS.
INITIATIVE STATUTE.

SUMMARY DATE: September 14, 2001
PROPONENT:

Simon Harris
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BILL JONES
Secretary of State
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ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 657-2166
1500 - J Ith STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
Voter Registration Hotline
1-800-345-VOTE
For Hearing and Speech Jmpaired
Only
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e-mail: comments@ss.ca.gov

September 14, 2001

TO:

FROM:

ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OR COUNTY CLERKS AND PROPONENTS
(01167)

~~/?VL!t)

BRIANNA LIERMAN
ELECTIONS ANALYST
SUBJECT: INITIATIVE #927

Pursuant to Elections Code section 336, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title and
Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed initiative measure entitled:

LABELING OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS.
INITIATIVE STATUTE.

The proponent of the above-named measure is:
Mr. Simon Harris
1202 Curtis Street
Berkeley, CA 94706
(510) 525-7054

"Ensuring the integrity of California's election process"

#927
LABELING OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS.
INITIATIVE STATUTE.

CIRCULATING AND FILING SCHEDULE

1.

Minimum number of signatures required: ................................................... 419,260
California Constitution, Article", Section 8(b)

2.

Official Summary Date: ..................................................................... Friday, 9/14/01
Elections Code section (EC§) 336

3.

Petitions Sections:
a. First day Proponent can circulate Sections for
signatures (EC §336) .................................................................. Friday, 9/14/01
b. Last day Proponent can circulate and file
with the county. All sections are to be filed at the
same time within each county (EC §336, 9030(a» ................... Monday, 2111/02
c. Last day for county to determine total number of
signatures affixed to petitions and to transmit total
to the Secretary of State (EC §9030(b» .................................... Monday, 2125/02
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 2/11/02, the
county has eight working days from the filing of the petition to determine the
total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to transmit the total to the
Secretary of State) (EC §9030(b».
d. Secretary of State determines whether the total number
of signatures filed with all county clerks/registrars of
voters meets the minimum number of required signatures,
and notifies the counties ...................................................... Wednesday, 3/6/02*
e. Last day for county to determine total number of qualified
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State
(EC §9030(d)(e» ................................................................. Wednesday, 4/17/02
* Date varies based on receipt of county certification.

INITIATIVE #927
Circulating and Filing Schedule continued:

(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of
qualified voters who signed the petition on a date other than 3/6/02, the last
day is no later than the thirtieth day after the county's receipt of notification).
(EC §9030(d)(e».
f.

If the signature count is more than 461,186 or less than
398,297 then the Secretary of State certifies the petition as
qualified or failed, and notifies the counties. If the signature
count is between 398,297 and 461,186 inclusive, then the
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the random
sampling technique to determine the validity of all
signatures (EC §9030(f)(g); 9031 (a» ..................................... Saturday, 4/27/02*

g. Last day for county to determine actual number of all qualified
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State.
(EC §9031 (b)(c» ....................................................................... Monday, 6/10102
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of
qualified voters who have signed the petition on a date other than 4/27/02, the
last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the county's receipt of
notification) (EC §9031 (b)(c».
h. Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has been
signed by the number of qualified voters required to declare
the petition sufficient (EC §9031 (d); 9033) ................................. Friday, 6/14/02*

*

Date varies based on receipt of county certification.

,,

IMPORTANT POINTS

•

California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses gathered
on initiative petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the initiative measure
for the ballot. This means that the petitions cannot be used to create or add to
mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose, including fundraising or requests for
support. Any such misuses constitutes a crime under California law. Elections
Code section 18650; Bilofsky v. Deukmejian (1981) 123 Cal. App. 3d 825, 177
Cal. Rptr. 621; 63 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 37 (1980).

•

Please refer to Elections Code sections 100,101,104,9001,9008,9009,9021,
and 9022 for appropriate format and type consideration in printing, typing and
otherwise preparing your initiative petition for circulation and signatures.
Please send a copy of the petition after you have it printed. This copy is not for
our review or approval, but to supplement our file.

•

Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq. A
brief summary is attached for your reference.

•

When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the official
title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. Use of this
title will assist elections officials in referencing the proper file.

•

When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by
someone other than the proponent, the required authorization shall include the
name or names of the persons filing the petition.

•

When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide a blank
petition for elections official use.

Enclosures

!

State of California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

BILL LOCKYER
Attorney General

1300 J STREET. SillTE 125
P.O. BOX 944255
SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2550
Public; (916) 445-9555

Facsimile: (916) 324-8835
(916) 324-5490

September 14,2001

Bill Jones
Secretary of State
1500 - 11 th Street, 5th Floor
Sacramento, California 95814

RE:
SUBJECT:
FILENO:

Initiative Title and Summary
LABELING OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS.
INITIATIVE STATUTE.
SA2001RF0021

Dear Mr. Jones:
Pursuant to the provisions of sections 9004 and 336 of the Elections Code, you are
hereby notified that on this day we mailed our title and summary to the proponent of the aboveidentified proposed initiative.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the proponent, a copy of our title and
summary, a declaration of service thereof, and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records, the name and address of the proponent
is as stated on the declaration of service.
Sincerely,

AJJiA/~rJ·tiative Coordinator
For

TK:cw
Enclosures

BILL LOCKYER
Attorney General

(~

Date: September 14, 2001
File No.: SA2001RFOO2l

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief
purpose and points of the proposed measure:
LABELING OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Provides
that all foods sold or distributed in or from California that contain, or are produced with,
"genetically engineered material" shall bear labels stating: "Genetically engineered. NOTICE:
This product contains genetically engineered material or was produced with genetically
engineered material." Requires labels for "genetically engineered foods" to specify (1) changes
in a food's composition, nutritional value, or required preparation steps that are due to genetic
engineering, (2) details of any "trans-species gene transfer," and (3) details of any transfer of
animal genes into plants. Violations of these provisions shall be a misdemeanor. Summary of
estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local
governments: This measure would probably result in state costs of several million dollars
annually and potential state revenue reductions that are probably minor in the context of overall
state revenues. It could also result in unknown, but probably not significant, costs for local
government.

S/lCl.oo//trO{)~/

Tricia Knight
Office ofTbe Attorney General
13001 street
Sacramento, CA 95814

~CE'Veb·
~ 72001
JUL2

INITIATIVE COORDINATOR
ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OfFICE

Dear Tricia,

I would like to request a title mld summary for the enclosed ballot initiative. I look
forward to hearing from your office soon.
Sincerely.

(510)-525-7054

PAGE 1
INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO
THE VOTERS
The Attorney General of California has prepared
the following title and summary of the chief purpose and
points of the proposed measure:
(Here set forth the title and summary prepared
by the Attorney General.

This title and summary must also

be printed across the top of each page of the petition
whereon signatures are to appear.)

TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CALIFORNIA

We, the undersigned, registered, qualified
voters of California, residents of __________ County (or
City and County), hereby propose amendments to the
Business and Professions Code, relating to the labeling of
genetically engineered foods, and petition the Secretary
of State to submit the same to the voters of California
for their adoption or rejection at the next succeeding
general election or at.any special statewide election held
prior to that general election or otherwise provided by
law.

The proposed statutory amendments (full title and

text of the measure) read as follows:
SECTION 1.

The people of the State of

California hereby find and declare the following:
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(a) (l) The process of genetically engineering
foods results in the material change of those foods.
(2) The United States Congress has previously
required that all foods bear labels that reveal material
facts to consumers.
(3) Federal agencies have failed to uphold
congressional intent by allowing genetically engineered
foods to be marketed, sold, and otherwise used without
labeling that reveals material facts to the public.
(b) Consumers desire to know whether the food
they purchase and consume contains or was produced with a
genetically engineered material for a variety of reasons,
including the potential transfer of toxins, carcinogens,
and other hazardous substances into food, other health
risks, concerns about potential environmental risks
associated with the genetic engineering of crops, and
religiously and ethically based dietary restrictions.
(c) Consumers have a right to know whether the
food they purchase or consume contains or was produced
with genetically engineered material.
(d) Reasonably available technology permits the
detection in food of genetically engineered material,
generally acknowledged to be as low as one-tenth of 1
percent.
SEC. 2.

Chapter 6.3 (commencing with Section
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12620) is added to Division 5 of the Business and
Professions Code, to read:
CHAPTER 6.3.

LABELING OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED
FOODS

12620.

(a) All foods that contain genetically

engineered material, or were produced with genetically
engineered material, that are sold or distributed in or
from the State of California shall bear labels in
accordance with this section.
(b) (1) The labels shall include the following
statements:
(A) "Genetically engineered."
(B) "NOTICE:

This product contains genetically

engineered material or was produced with genetically
engineered material."
(2) The statement required by subparagraph (A)
of paragraph (1) shall immediately precede the statement
required by subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1), and the
former shall be not less than twice the size of the
latter.
(c) The statements required by subdivision (b)
shall be clearly legible and conspicuous on the principal
display panel.
12620.2.

(a) Any food that, due to genetic
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engineering, is measurably altered in composition or
nutritional value, or requires preparation steps different
from its natural counterparts, shall, in addition to the
labeling requirements of Section 12620, be labeled to
specify those changes in properties.
(b) Any genetically engineered food resulting
from trans-species gene transfers shall specify, in the
label, the source of the transgene used and the purpose of
the transfer as, for- example, "This squash contains viral
genetic information designed to make it resistant to viral
infection."
(c) Any genetically engineered food resulting
from the transfer of animal genes into plants shall be
labeled to so indicate in a manner that will allow
vegetarians and those with dietary restrictions to observe
dietary guidelines as, for example, "This tomato contains
genetic material derived from the flounder, a fish of the
family Bothidiae."
12620.4.

For the purposes of this chapter, the

following terms have the following meanings:
(a) "Agricultural input" means any substance or
material used in the production or handling of an
agricultural product.
(b) "Agricultural product" means any
agricultural commodity or product, whether raw or
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processed, including any commodity or product derived from
livestock, that is marketed in this state for human or
livestock consumption.
ec) "Bulk" means the presentation to consumers
at retail sale of an agricultural product in unpackaged
loose form, enabling the consumer to determine the
individual pieces, amount, or volume of the product to be
purchased.
(d) "Food" means any raw, cooked, or processed
edible substance, ice, beverage, chewing gum, or
ingredient used or intended for use or for sale in whole
or in part for consumption by humans or other animals.
(e) "Genetically engineered food" means any of
the following:
(1) Any food that is, contains, is produced
from, or is derived in whole or in part from any
genetically modified microorganism, organism, plant, or
livestock, if that genetically modified material accounts
for one-tenth of 1 percent or more of the weight of any
ingredient or component of the product.
(2) Any food product prepared or processed
using a genetically modified enzyme or other genetically
modified processing agent, whether or not the enzyme or
agent is present in the final product.
(3) Any food derived from an agricultural
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product cUltivated using a genetically modified
agricultural input, whether or not the input is present in
the final product.
(4) Any dairy or meat product derived from
livestock fed genetically modified material or derived
from livestock treated with a genetically modified hormone
or drug.
(f) "Genetically engineered material" means any
material derived from any part of a genetically modified
organism.
(g) "Genetically engineered organism" means
either of the following:
(1) An organism that has been modified at the
molecular or cellular level by one or more methods that
are not possible under natural conditions or processes.
Methods subject to this subdivision include cell fusion,
microencapsulation, macroencapsulation, and recombinant
DNA technology, as well as gene deletion, gene doubling,
introducing a foreign gene, and changing the positions of
genes, if achieved by recombinant DNA technology.

Methods

not subject to this subdivision include traditional
breeding, conjugation, fermentation, hybridization,
in-vitro fertilization, tissue culture, and artificial
interbreeding in plants, animals, or humans.
(2) An organism made through sexual or asexual
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reproduction, or both, involving an organism described in
paragraph (1).
(h) "Ingredient" means any substance used in
the preparation of an agricultural product that is still
present in the final commercial product as consumed.
(i) "Label" means a display of written,
printed, or graphic material on the immediate container of
an agricultural product or any material affixed to an
agricultural product or bulk container containing an
agricultural product, except for package liners or a
display of written, printed, or graphic material that
contains only information about the weight of the product.
(j) "Labeling" means all written, printed, or

graphic material accompanying an agricultural product at
any time, or written, printed, or graphic material about
the agricultural product displayed at retail stores about
the product.
(k) "Person" means a natural person,
partnership, association, company, corporation, or other
legal entity, or a manager, agent, servant, officer, or
employee of any of them •
. (!) "Principal display panel" means that part

of a label that is most likely to be displayed, presented,
shown, or examined under customary conditions of display
for sale.
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(m) "Transgene" means a foreign gene from an
unrelated organism, such as a virus, animal, or other
plant.
12620.6.

(a) A violation of this chapter is a

misdemeanor.
(b)

A person may not be held liable for a

violation of this chapter if the person did not know that
the food sold or distributed contained, or was processed
with, genetically engineered material without being
labeled as required by this chapter and the person made a
reasonable investigation to determine the presence of
genetically engineered material.
SEC. 3.

This act shall become effective 90

days from the date of the election at which the measure is
approved, and its provisions shall be applied
prospectively.
SEC. 4.

(a) This act may be amended by a

statute that becomes effective when approved by the
electors.
(b) This act may also be amended by a statute
enacted by a rollcall vote of two-thirds of the membership
of each house of the Legislature, if the statute is
consistent with, and furthers the purposes of, this act.
SEC. 5.

If any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circumstances is held
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invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality shall not affect other provisions or
applications of this initiative that can be given effect
without the invalid or unconstitutional provision or
application, and to this end the provisions of this
initiative are severable.
-
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